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	First change


5.2.2
Rating Function

The Rating Function performs both monetary and non-monetary unit determination (rating). It provides the following functionalities:

-
Rating for network- and external services and applications (session, service and event) before and after service delivery and based on dynamic credit limit update;

-
Rating considering the cross-product, cross-channel, counter-based, rental-based and recharge-based discounts, benefits and allowances.

The Rating Function must be able to handle a wide variety of rateable instances, such as:

-
Rating of volume (in terms of granted units or money, e.g. based on charging initiated by an access network entity);

-
Rating of time (in terms of granted units or money, e.g. based on charging initiated by a SIP application);

-
Rating of events (e.g. based on charging of web content or MMS).

The Rating Function includes the determination of the tariff or the price of a chargeable event or of multiple chargeable events (correlation scenario); examples include the price of a call minute, data volume, multimedia session, Web content, etc.

Upon receipt of a rate request (price or tariff request) from the Online Charging Function, the Rating Function:

-
Evaluates the request. Rate requests include various rating parameters such as service identifier, subscriber reference, network identification, user location, service usage time, transferred data volume, etc. Note that the rate request may contain multiple service identifiers that reflect the list of active services contained in the context handled by the Online Charging Function.

-
Determines the applicable price or tariff model and returns it to the Online Charging Function, according to rate requests, subscriber contractual terms, the rating rules configured by operators and billing related information. Note that in case of multiple service requests received, the Rating Function may apply a special price or tariff which can be different to the price or tariff applied to the related services handled separately. For example when sending an MMS, the rating of volume associated with the bearer usage can be free of charge while the rating of the event and/or volume associated with the service level MMS submission is greater than zero. This correlation procedure depends on the operator configurable rating rules. Note that in case of tax should be taken into consideration configured by operators, the tax may be included in the determined and returned applicable price or tariff.
To support the online rating process, the Rating Function needs counters. The counters may be maintained by the Rating Function or by the Account Balance Management function. The Rating Function that does not maintain counters will be marked as class "A" Rating Function. The Rating Function that maintains counters will be marked as class "B" Rating Function. 

Editor's Note: The handling of combined session and event requests is for further study.
	End of changes
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